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until every child reads
Mailbox Mystery

Ethan checked the mailbox. There were two bills, three ads, and a letter.
The letter was for him!

It did not have a return address. So he didn’t know who it was from. He
wasn’t sure who would write him.

Only his grandparents sent letters. And they always used the same
return address stickers. The stickers had a frog in the corner.

Ethan tore open the envelope. There were two sheets of paper inside.
They were both blank. Huh?

Ethan showed his parents. They called his grandparents to see if there
had been a mix up. But his grandparents hadn’t sent anything.

At school, Ethan asked his friends if they had written to him. They had
not. It was a mystery.

The next week, Ethan got another letter. Again it had no return address.
And again the pages inside the envelope were blank.

Ethan wrote on the neighborhood message board. He asked if anyone
else had gotten blank paper in the mail. No one had.

Ethan waited by the mailbox for the mail carrier. “Do you know where

these letters are coming from?” he asked. The mail carrier did not.
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Ethan didn’t know what else to do. So he did what he always did when
he wanted to figure something out. He went to the library.

Ms. Page, the librarian, looked at the letters. “Hmm,” she said. “l have an
idea.”

She showed Ethan a book about invisible ink. It said that people could
write with special ink that you couldn’t see. The ink would show up if you
heated the paper.

“Do you think that’s what this is?” asked Ethan.

“There’s only one way to find out,” said Ms. Page. She lit a candle and
held the paper over it. “You should only do this with an adult,” she said.

Sure enough, as Ethan looked at the paper, words started to appear!
Ethan read the letter. It was from his friend Mike. Mike had moved away over
the summer.

“Dear Ethan,” the letter said. “I'm writing in invisible ink. Isn’t it cool?”

Yes!
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This page has been intentionally left blank.
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NAME: DATE:

1. According to the passage, what did Ethan’s grandparents always put on
their letters?
a. A stamp
b. Their names
c. His name
d. A return address sticker
2. Who helped Ethan solve the mystery?
a. His parents
b. Ms. Page
c. His school friends
d. Mike
3. What is strange about the letters Ethan got?
a. They are blank
b. They are purple
c. They are from Ms. Page
d. They have a frog in the corner
4. Why did Ethan go to the library?
a. Because it had a lot of information
b. Because Ms. Page was helpful
c. Because he always went there when he wanted to figure
something out
d. All of the above
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Instructions for teachers:
These questions can be used to assess understanding of the reading passage.

The item in bold is the correct answer for each question.

1. According to the passage, what did Ethan’s grandparents always put on
their letters?
a. Astamp
b. Their names
c. His name
d. A return address sticker
2. Who helped Ethan solve the mystery?
a. His parents
b. Ms. Page
c. His school friends
d. Mike
3. What is strange about the letters Ethan got?
a. They are blank
b. They are purple
c. They are from Ms. Page
d. They have a frog in the corner
4. Why did Ethan go to the library?
a. Because it had a lot of information
b. Because Ms. Page was helpful
c. Because he always went there when he wanted to figure
something out
d. All of the above
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