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Sweet History 

 

 It was 1950. American soldiers were fighting in the Korean War. They 

ran out of mortar shells.  

The shells were the ammunition the soldiers used for their guns. They 

called them Tootsie Rolls after the candy. They used the nickname as a code. 

They didn’t want the enemy to know what they were talking about. 

The soldiers used a radio to ask for more mortar shells. They used the 

code words. But the people listening to the radio didn’t know it was code. 

They thought the soldiers wanted real Tootsie Rolls.  

A plane came and delivered Tootsie Rolls. The soldiers couldn’t believe 

what had happened. They called themselves “The Tootsie Roll Marines.” 

The soldiers ate Tootsie Rolls for weeks. They also used the candy to 

patch holes in their equipment. It was very cold and the Tootsie Rolls were 

frozen. So they warmed them up to make a useful sort of clay. 

The Tootsie Roll marines didn’t get their ammunition. But they made it 

to safety. And they had a good story to tell. 
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NAME: _____________________________________ DATE: _______________ 

1. What war were the soldiers fighting? 

a. The Vietnam War 

b. The Korean War 

c. World War II 

d. Civil War 

 

2. What did the soldiers need? 

a. Tootsie Rolls 

b. Mortar Shells 

c. Clay 

d. Equipment 

 

3. What did the soldiers do with the Tootsie Rolls? 

a. Ate them 

b. Made them into clay  

c. Patched equipment 

d. All of the above 

 

4. Why did they use a code? 

a. So the people on the radio would send Tootsie Rolls 

b. Because they didn’t speak Korean 

c. Because they didn’t want the enemy to know what they were 

talking about 

d. For fun 
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Instructions for teachers: 

These questions can be used to assess understanding of the reading passage. 

The item in bold is the correct answer for each question. 

1. What war were the soldiers fighting? 

a. The Vietnam War 

b. The Korean War 

c. World War II 

d. Civil War 

2. What did the soldiers need? 

a. Tootsie Rolls 

b. Mortar Shells 

c. Clay 

d. Equipment 

3. What did the soldiers do with the Tootsie Rolls? 

a. Ate them 

b. Made them into clay  

c. Patched equipment 

d. All of the above 

4. Why did they use a code? 

a. So the people on the radio would send Tootsie Rolls 

b. Because they didn’t speak Korean 

c. Because they didn’t want the enemy to know what they were 

talking about 

d. For fun 

 


