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Boo! 

 

Do you like to read spooky books? Some kids only like happy endings. 

But for some kids, scary is best! 

What makes a scary book enjoyable? Like all stories, scary ones let us 

experience different emotions in a safe way. When you read a scary story, you 

can practice being brave. You can try on what it feels like to be afraid without 

ever being in real danger. 

 Spooky books also help you practice problem solving. You can think 

about what you would do if you were in the same situation as the characters. 

Many scary books are mysteries. They encourage you to figure out the puzzle 

and solve the problem while you read. 

 The truth is that life isn’t always easy. It’s okay to be scared. Spooky 

books teach us these lessons. These stories show us that life is hard 

sometimes but you can survive. 

Some people say that reading about dark topics allows kids to explore 

their own dark thoughts in an appropriate way. You might wonder what it 

would be like to do something mean or creepy. You would never actually do 

those things in real life, but you can read about them and learn that way. 
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Last but not least, spooky books can just be plain fun! These kinds of 

stories can be funny as well as scary. They let you use your imagination. And 

that’s always a good thing! 
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NAME: _____________________________________ DATE: _______________ 

1. What is NOT mentioned as a reason to read scary stories? 

a. To practice being brave 

b. To use your imagination 

c. To practice problem solving 

d. To learn how to scare your friends 

 

2. How can scary books help you learn to solve problems? 

a. By figuring out a mystery 

b. By thinking about what you’d do if you were the main character 

c. By practicing being brave 

d. A&B 

 

3. What do spooky books teach us about being afraid? 

a. You should never be afraid 

b. It’s ok to be afraid 

c. You shouldn’t read them if you’re afraid 

d. You won’t survive being afraid  

 

4. What feelings might you experience when reading a scary book? 

a. Scared 

b. Brave 

c. All of them! 

d. Amused 
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Instructions for teachers: 

These questions can be used to assess understanding of the reading passage. 

The item in bold is the correct answer for each question. 

1. What is NOT mentioned as a reason to read scary stories? 

a. To practice being brave 

b. To use your imagination 

c. To practice problem solving 

d. To learn how to scare your friends 

2. How can scary books help you learn to solve problems? 

a. By figuring out a mystery 

b. By thinking about what you’d do if you were the main character 

c. By practicing being brave 

d. A&B 

3. What do spooky books teach us about being afraid? 

a. You should never be afraid 

b. It’s ok to be afraid 

c. You shouldn’t read them if you’re afraid 

d. You won’t survive being afraid  

4. What feelings might you experience when reading a scary book? 

a. Scared 

b. Brave 

c. All of them! 

d. Amused 

 


