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Word Student-friendly definition

cower
when you bend down or shrink back because you are 

afraid

cruel mean and wanting to hurt others

deceive
when you trick someone into believing something 

that isn’t true

declare when you say something in a strong and clear way

despair a feeling of deep sadness and no hope

dread
when you feel very worried or afraid about 

something that might happen

eager excited and ready for something to happen

melancholy a feeling of quiet sadness

menace something or someone that causes trouble or danger

scheme a secret or tricky plan

summon when you call for someone or something to come

transform when you change into something different
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